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HARRY BRIGGES

in reply 1o = question asked by a reporter in Italy con-
cerning the reasons for the sxpulsion of the International
Lonyshoremen's and Warshousemen's Usnlon from the CIO,
Jdridges is quoted as saying: "It ls not & matter of reasons,
ha answered, "but of pretexts. We of the West Coast have
yren expelled for *Communism.' It is an accusation without
indation unless the {ight far peace and for the loternational
of the workers s a Communist fight, In realitv'we were
ot wiilding that the chiefs of the CIO-AFL dismantle Ina '
e ‘a-to' manner the autonemy necessary to avery type of
-aor wnior, enslavuyg us to a reactionary labor uriou pelicy,
« poticy of breaking with the FSM and with the unions that
+:.ere to i, and ro a pollicy af suppert for certaln American
..t.cal forces (tat certalnly do not act to the'advantage of the
~rkars, We were ~ot willing and we cannot agrse with such
cwilcy because it doss not correspond to the interesta of the
riers, "

(li Porto, publication of the Communist port
workers union of Genoa, February, 1959)

“dges !s quoted in a Csech newspaper as saying: "Our
“i° . Caechoslovaxia was unusuall’ interesting for us and
<% gt us many mpressions. Because the American workers
¢« mematical r nfiuenced by the press and radio, whic:
‘Tie dlv to Our Jountry, we shall explain many views
= 7= - .mre of our anjon, The visit to the Tos factory at
iadtvice, 'gr insrance, has convinced .s of the nonsensical
L4 AnGa - oul working conditions in vour factories, about
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about the function and position of the tradse unlom erganisation.
tiaving visited Briwain, France, Belgium, Greece and Egypt,
we have gained the impression that you are on the best yoad for
acnieving stil greater results than before." ' —

{ Prace, Prague, FOBM!‘Y l: 19‘5‘”-

In an Interview given by Bridges te the Soviet hbe}m' -
cation Trud he stated as follows: PR S

*Visiting the Boviet Unlon s ‘very worthwhils, ! Narry
Bridges, chalrman of the Internatioma] Lengshorvmen's apd.
Warehousemen's Union, told mswsmen here fsllewing & week's
tour of the country. 'l waat to say that the Sovist pesjla urgeatdy
desire world peace. It would be very good Uf Amerista trads

unionists and the AFL-CIO wold visis the Soviet Uniam. They =~
i would find eut that everything told the working people In e U. 8
i about the V.S, & R, s pure lytag and slandereus pyefegends....}
§ 7 "Bridges sald they had stwdlied the organisutisng] structure

g + the Sovist trade union movement and its methods of alecting

3 aadership and found this to be democratic. Ia that cemnectien

§ ey are more democratic than many American trads waions.,..

% "Bridges expressed the hope that Soriet werkers would

U ..~ "aelr seven-ymar plan bringing them rich {reits, & more

. «.uped ndustry and s higher living standard. ‘1 want them

5 ive an opportunity to fulfill thelr plan in conditions of psace,

‘ .. 4: wars = ~oid or hot - will not interrupt them,' ™
TASS, .ioacow, February 13, ‘1959)
A 7. ser oublication printsd a storv stating that the West

sx- Lo s eiuredie. .eader nad publ.shed a iaudatory saccount
2. -+ 41 smen .amt month in Csecnosiovakia, Bridges

[3F]
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was quoted as saying in the union paper Disnat Chey that Csecho-
sxoyaku had no unemployment, ia contrast to the 5 nited Pintes,
and that automatisstion merely freed much neaded manpewsr here
for other jobs whereas in America it put men on the 4 - XThe

T onEEn B

socialist sysiem ever hare,

)  (Brobodus Siove, Caschoslevakia, March2s, 1939). -
Bridges, in addressing the hciﬁcind Asias Dockworker a, T
pointed out that the increasiagly serious preblem of weamploy-
ment in caplialist countries s mainly due to the armamer ’ .

drive. To eliminate unemployment, he sald, It Is zecessary
to relorm the soclal structure and strive inr'wrld m.!‘iu*-
ther expansion of Kast-West trade will alse help to reduce unemploy-
i:en:, he sald, Referring to the effect of mechanisation em = |
dockers, Bridges pointed out that dockers should prtu:';'nq.up;
nant te shorten working howrs and raise wages instead d o
“reating unemployment. Ou mechanisation in MWM“‘, -
Jridges sald that durtag his visit to Cxechoslovakia last year,

e Cuund out that the question of unemployment did net exist in

s country, and mechanisation was welcomed by the workers

Aana a4l the-people, : '

{(New China News Agency, Peking, May 1}, t959)
. >t iges in addressing the Pacific and Asian Dockworkers
: \,:.:.t.xe:‘:a:;c‘e had arged Japan to accept the recent proposal of
. ta .xt.remachnv for a colicy of neutrality and called for sbo-
Coomoot Carelgn andliary b&ll'. 4nd 41 end o the presesnce of

T Troons n other countries,

. New “h.na News Agency, Pexing, May 13, 1959)
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A Japanase sewspaper reported that Harrxy Bridges warned
that his International Longshoremen's and Warehousemen's
Unlon would refuse to load ships bound for Japaxn unless the
Japanese Government corrected within a reascuable perisd what
he described as "the backward and inhuman" working caﬂlﬁanl
of Japanese dockworkers, "It is a public disgagte that the =
governmants of the United Swtes of America, Japan, and Camhdh
can continus to condone thess conditlons whils pretamding to
accept and sdhere  the mbnlmwm laber condiiions previded foi
by ILO conventions, ” Bridges declayed. Earliar in the duy,
Bridges, American west coast Longshoremen leadey, deounced
the 1951 Japanese peace freaty as & document that Wmdd make =
- Japan "a base for the militarists who committed the herriliie
crime of Psarl Harbor.” Bridges halled the receat Tekys Dis-
trict Court detision which declared that the presence of Amarican
forces in Japan was unconstitutional, He said ke hoped the =
aiternpt to reverse it in the Supreme Court "will fail m fcti R

miserably, ™

.

(Yamiurl, Tokyo, May l{.‘:l‘”?}

;e
- e

Contacts with Communist trade union leaders abroad during
229 made by Harry Bridges Include the fallowing: -

Jauary 13%9, France

Louis Saillant, Secretary General of the 'arl.d Federa~
‘ion of Trade Unions, Salllant clalms not to be a Communtst -
»t he has carried out Communist directives i WFTU l!ncl
"1 inception,

Benolt Frachon, Vice President of the WFTU., Mambsx
ot ihe Central Executlve Committes of the Communist Plrty
st France.

Agustino Novella, Presidant of WETVY, Member af the
wentral Committes of the Communist Party of Italy,
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USSR

Laeonid Scioviev, Yice Chalrman, All Unioa Central
Councll of Trade Unioms - UBER,

Muy 1959, Tokyo

James Healsy, Federal Secretary Waterside Workers
of Australla, Member of the Communist Party of Australia,

Alexandsr Xoetkin, Chalrman of the Maritime and River
Fleat Workers Trade Unien of the UBSR,
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